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The La Habra Life Center is a non-profit, non-sectarian community organization, dedicated to promoting the 

sanctity of life from the moment of fertilization to its natural end and promulgating the high moral ethics 

expressed in the Judeo-Christian tradition.  We seek to carry out this basic philosophy in a practical manner by 

offering assistance to women with a crisis pregnancy through counseling, education, and practical help. 

 

                          *************** 

Thanksgiving Day is Every Day                     
 Thanks be to God for inspiring many generous friends, generous hearts! 

Let’s start by thanking the Faith Formation’s ‘Life Teens/Over the Edge’ at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe under the Leadership of Brian Henritze and Jose Salas. During their Respect 
Life program our counselor and speaker Mary Jo spoke about the work at the Life Center, 
and challenged them to be witnesses for life. They responded by showering us with two 
truckloads of baby items: clothes, swings, bassinets, strollers, diapers, wipes and so much 
more; all of it much needed and appreciated. 

 

We are still amazed at the wonderful results from ‘Pennies form Heaven’, the ‘Baby Bottle drive’ 
which netted over $ 8.200,00 The Students from Our Lady of Guadalupe helped us in this endeavor, 
breaking their own record of last year by raising a whopping $540. All this will be added to the 
‘Pennies’ collection from all other parishes in the Diocese of Orange.    The grand total will then be 
shared among all Life Centers and Maternity Homes in the Diocese. We were touched by a young girl’s 

note in one of the baby bottles; it read: ‘I want to help the people and babies that have no arms 

or legs. I’m sorry that happened. From Diamond age 9’, referring to the story in our last 
Newsletter. Children ministering to children! They are our young ambassadors for life inspired by the example of their 
parents! To the ladies of the St. Paul Mission Circle  who surprised us with an early Christmas bonus and to all our 
supporters ‘Thanks’ for your love offerings throughout the year. Your reward will be great in heaven.   
 

**************** 
 

A true story of a grateful mother who placed her faith and hope in God. 
 

My name is Elena. I would like to share my testimony of what God has done for me.  
After six months of marriage I got pregnant with my first baby: it was so beautiful for 
us!!!... but also very challenging since it wasn't the way I dreamt it would happen.  
When I was only 25 weeks along my water bag suddenly broke. I was rushed to the 
hospital where the doctor performed a C section; the baby was only 1 pound, 11 
ounces. He was born on December 21, 2004. His name is Habib Nathanael, which 
means “Blessed gift from God”.  
 

Since then, Habib has been fighting for his life. A week after he was born his stomach became very bloated. After some 
tests they found out the baby had a hole in his intestines, and they needed to operate on him. The doctor told me he wasn't 
sure Habib would make it through the surgery since he was so small. 
 

My heart was destroyed; I couldn't understand why this was happening to me and with my first baby! 
I prayed and asked my family to pray for me and the baby. After four hours of surgery and four hours of 
anguish we learned that Habib had survived. We also learned that his intestines were very delicate and he could 
only digest one kind of formula. 



I pumped and stored my milk every day since the baby couldn't digest my milk either. But I never gave up, hoping that 
one day I would be able to nurse my baby. 
Habib would have good and bad days. Sometimes he needed a ventilator and this unfortunately affected his eyes.  He 
needed another surgery because otherwise he would lose his sight. It was very hard to see my baby connected to so many 
tubes and machines.  
 

I then came to realize that I was never alone. God was always with me assisting me to get 
through this. On May 5th, Habib was 4 and ½ month old and I could take him home. God 
again was with me when, after many failures, I finally could breastfeed my baby. 
 

I was told to seriously think about whether I ever wanted to have more babies, since I 
was at high risk of having pre-term babies. I trusted God and had 2 more beautiful 
children. That's when I came to know about the Life Center. The Center supported me 
and helped me during my next pregnancies and especially helped me to overcome my 
fears. They also helped me with clothes, diapers and other needs for my two babies. 
 
I cannot find words to adequately thank Jesus Christ for the miracles, for having heard 
my sadness and desperation. I hope my testimony can help other women know that there 
is a God who cares for them. They are not alone. I always hold onto a passage from the 
bible: Samuel 22:7 “In my distress I called upon the LORD; I called out to my God. 
From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came to his ears.” Present your needs, sadness, joys, worries and fears to God. 
He is not indifferent to our and our children’s needs. Nothing is too big for him, since He governs the universe and every 
single thing that affects our peace; and nothing is ever too small for him not to notice.                                                          
(Translated from Spanish by Center volunteer Cecilia.) 

 
**************** 

 
 

  
 

Do you hear her humming? do you notice her infectious smile? It’s our own 
Sylvia Lauder!  When I first met her I learned that she sang with Our Lady of 
Guadalupe’s Gloria Dei choir. She radiates joy. That’s when it hit me: her 
joy needs to reach more people. She readily agreed to join the life-saving 

work as a counselor on Fridays and pitching in during emergencies. I was touched by her 
engaging encounters with teens, mothers, and children. She encouraged them to make the 
most of themselves, especially during challenging times: to read, to learn, and to explore 
the wonders of the world. That’s when I learned that she has been a teacher for over 39 
years. No wonder her dedication! I love her perpetual offer: “Can I help?” Having lost 
her beloved husband Michael she now extends her care to a special teen entrusted to her 
through a court-mentoring program, as she continues her care to an ailing sister and to 
her mother.  
The picture shows Sylvia presenting a layette gift bag to one of the Center’s clients. Thank you Lucille and your 
supportive friends of the Needlework Guild of America  

 

**************** 
You kindly asked us what we need most: Thanks for asking! 

• Diapers, sizes Newborn through #4,  

• wipes. 

• Baby shampoo * and bath towels 

• Children’s clothes size 18months, 2 and 3 

• Strollers, highchairs, bassinets, cribs 

• (clean and in good working order please’  

• Maternity clothes in style 

Habib and his 2 younger brothers 



News you can use…  
 

November is National Adoption Month ;….No Child is Unwanted 
 

Steve Jobs, Charles Dickens, Babe Ruth all have one thing in common: they each were adopted as 
a child and grew to live a productive and notable life. Adoption offers a second chance to many 
thousands of children each year. Ryan Bomberger has a special story to tell:  
 

Ryan‘s biological mother was raped yet chose to give him life. He was adopted as a baby and 
grew up in a loving, multi-racial Christian family, where 10 of 13 children were adopted. With his 
wife Bethany he founded the Radiance Foundation www.theradiancefoundation.org   
to promote and protect the inherent dignity and purpose of each person. An Emmy Award-
winning Creative Professional, Ryan made an unexpected impact in the pro-life movement with 
the bold TooManyAborted.com billboard/web campaigns; they educated the public about the 

problem of abortion in the black community. Yes indeed: Every child is wanted by someone!         
(excerpted from story by Tony Perkins; in his FRC (Family Research Committee) Action report. of Nov, 7, 2011) 

 

October was National Down Syndrome Awareness Month. 

 
“This powerful message was making its way around Facebook.  
  Did you see it? 
  A happy, smiling boy is holding a sign, 
 

        I may not be perfect but I’m happy 
        I am God’s handiwork and I bear His image  
        I am blessed 
        I am the 10% of children born 
        with Down Syndrome who survived Roe v. Wade 
 

When I speak with friends who have a child with Down Syndrome, unfailingly 
they all say how much joy their child brings into their life. It makes me feel 
ashamed to live in a country that chooses death instead of life for 90% of babies 
who are diagnosed with Down Syndrome.”  
 

Surveys taken regarding Down Syndrome come to similar conclusions: among 
2,044 parents or guardians surveyed, 79% reported their outlook on life was more 
positive because of their child with Down Syndrome. Others found that among 
siblings ages 12 and older, 97% expressed feelings of pride about their brother or 
sister with Down Syndrome and 88% were convinced they were better people 
because of their Down Syndrome sibling. Another study revealed how adults with 
Down Syndrome felt about themselves. It found that 99% responded they were 

happy with their lives, 97% liked who they are, and 96% liked how they looked.                           LifeNews.com | 10/26/11 

 

 

How about asking this little guy: “Are you glad to be alive?” 

“Yes!  How else could I celebrate Christmas?!”  
 

Christmas is all about Christ who came into the World as a baby through His 

mother’s womb in order to bring us LIFE, Eternal Life! Isn’t it our duty to do 
everything in our power to do our part to fulfill His mission: to defend Life, by 
honoring His childhood, by defending life starting in the womb?! 

 

Wishing you a real Blessed Christmas!                        
Mecki Grothues, Director, La Habra Life Center 

  



International Life Services 
La Habra Life Center 
579 W. La Habra Blvd. 
La Habra, CA 90631 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Christmas Boutique, Bake Sale and  White Elephant Sale 
Sat. and Sun. December 3 and 4 ……    from 10 am to 4 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church Hall, 900 W. La Habra Blvd. La Habra  90631 
Your donations of Baked Goods and White Elephant items are very much appreciated. 
 Mecki 714-871-5382 or Leticia 562-944-6821 
 

Feast of the Holy Innocents  Celebrant: Bishop Dominic                            
Candlelight procession departing at 7 pm from City Hall 201 E. La Habra Blvd 
Followed by Eucharistic Celebration at Our Lady of Guadalupe, 900 W.La Habra Blvd 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus: Join us in prayer for the unborn and their families. 
 

Walk for Life West Coast- in San Francisco - January 21 –

Anniversary: Roe vs Wade 
Join the many groups of young people; get swept away by their enthusiasm, and be renewed in your 
commitment for life! Sign up for a bus ride, organize your own carpool or just fly. Check out the 
website at http://www.walkforlifewc.com or call Mecki at 714-871-5382 
 

La Habra Life Center –Open House,   January 21  from 11 am – 1 pm 
Check us out; Tour the Center. Refreshments will be served. 

Perhaps you would like to consider volunteering. Many opportunities are available! 

Share your talents. (Students, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts can earn service  

hours worked toward awards, badges, etc. ). 

 
 


